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Treasured Landscapes:   
A  Citizen scientist Based Restoration 

Effort 
	
  
	
  
Project	
  Background:	
  
	
  
The	
  Lightning	
  Creek	
  Drainage	
  Complex,	
  comprising	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  northwest	
  half	
  of	
  
the	
  Scotchman	
  Peaks	
  Wilderness	
  proposal,	
  was	
  awarded	
  a	
  “Treasured	
  Landscape”	
  
entitlement	
  by	
  the	
  National	
  Forest	
  Foundation	
  (NFF)	
  in	
  2012.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  only	
  
fourteen	
  sites	
  across	
  the	
  nation	
  that	
  was	
  provided	
  such	
  an	
  endowment.	
  	
  Since	
  then,	
  
the	
  NFF	
  has	
  provided	
  funding	
  for	
  volunteer-­‐based,	
  nonprofit	
  organizations	
  such	
  as	
  
the	
  Friends	
  of	
  Scotchman	
  Peaks	
  Wilderness	
  (FSPW),	
  the	
  ID	
  Master	
  Naturalists	
  (MN),	
  
and	
  the	
  Kinniknick	
  Native	
  Plant	
  Society	
  (KNPS)	
  to	
  begin	
  executing	
  restoration	
  tasks	
  
in	
  cooperation	
  with	
  the	
  USFS	
  Idaho	
  Panhandle	
  National	
  Forest.	
  
	
  
In	
  2013,	
  FSPW	
  began	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  organize	
  our	
  partner	
  organizations	
  (MN,	
  KNPS,	
  
and	
  USFS)	
  to	
  achieve	
  the	
  NFF	
  project	
  goals	
  to	
  involve	
  Citizen	
  Scientist	
  Naturalists	
  
from	
  our	
  community	
  to	
  actively	
  perform	
  restoration	
  activities	
  on	
  the	
  ground.	
  	
  These	
  
efforts	
  included	
  noxious	
  weed	
  surveys	
  and	
  assessments,	
  high	
  elevation	
  Whitebark	
  
Pine	
  analysis,	
  and	
  rare	
  plant	
  surveys.	
  
	
  
Our	
  work	
  continues	
  in	
  2014	
  with	
  noxious	
  weed	
  surveys,	
  high	
  elevation	
  surveys,	
  and	
  
has	
  an	
  additional	
  streambank	
  restoration	
  component	
  to	
  be	
  fully	
  completed	
  in	
  2015.	
  	
  
FSPW	
  is	
  looking	
  for	
  volunteers	
  to	
  assist	
  in	
  these	
  efforts	
  as	
  Citizen	
  Scientist	
  
Naturalists.	
  	
  Training	
  for	
  some	
  events	
  will	
  occur	
  as	
  the	
  tasks	
  are	
  performed,	
  for	
  
other	
  events	
  training	
  will	
  be	
  scheduled	
  as	
  participants	
  express	
  interest.	
  	
  All	
  work	
  is	
  
accompanied	
  by	
  USFS	
  Specialists	
  who	
  will	
  answer	
  questions	
  and	
  provide	
  detailed	
  
background	
  information	
  regarding	
  the	
  restoration	
  effort.	
  	
  Participants	
  will	
  gain	
  
valuable	
  experience	
  performing	
  ecological	
  restoration	
  activities	
  alongside	
  some	
  of	
  
the	
  Panhandle’s	
  leading	
  specialists	
  in	
  disciplines	
  from	
  Botany,	
  Noxious	
  Weed	
  
Ecology,	
  and	
  Hydrology.	
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2014  Citizen Scientist Volunteer work 
Opportunities:  

	
  
Noxious	
  Weeds	
  Surveys	
  

8	
  trails	
  in	
  the	
  Treasured	
  Landscape	
  area	
  have	
  been	
  identified	
  as	
  being	
  at-­‐risk	
  for	
  
noxious	
  weed	
  invasion.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  looking	
  for	
  2	
  teams	
  of	
  1-­‐3	
  people	
  to	
  assist	
  with	
  
weed-­‐treatment	
  efficacy	
  reconnaissance	
  on	
  the	
  Regal	
  Creek	
  or	
  Gem	
  Lake	
  trails.	
  	
  
Weed	
  ID,	
  trail	
  logistics,	
  and	
  GPS	
  protocol	
  training	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  FSPW	
  
Project	
  Coordinator,	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  scheduled	
  after	
  participants	
  sign	
  up	
  at	
  a	
  time	
  
convenient	
  for	
  all,	
  before	
  the	
  survey	
  event	
  takes	
  place.	
  	
  Crews	
  of	
  Citizen	
  Scientists	
  
will	
  then	
  independently	
  survey	
  their	
  given	
  trails	
  at	
  a	
  date	
  most	
  convenient	
  to	
  crew	
  
members.	
  
	
  
	
   Whitebark	
  Pine	
  Surveys	
  
One	
  3-­‐day	
  backpacking	
  event	
  has	
  been	
  scheduled	
  for	
  the	
  high	
  elevation	
  survey	
  
needs	
  for	
  this	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  restoration	
  effort.	
  Training	
  will	
  take	
  place	
  during	
  the	
  
event.	
  	
  To	
  date,	
  this	
  event	
  is	
  full.	
  
	
  
	
   Streambank	
  Restoration	
  
One	
  or	
  two	
  days	
  of	
  white	
  pine	
  planting	
  in	
  Mud	
  Creek	
  is	
  scheduled	
  to	
  take	
  place	
  this	
  
fall,	
  at	
  a	
  date	
  TBA	
  in	
  October.	
  	
  FSPW	
  is	
  looking	
  for	
  6-­‐10	
  Citizen	
  Naturalists	
  to	
  assist	
  
on-­‐the-­‐ground	
  efforts	
  planting	
  white	
  pine	
  along	
  the	
  streambank	
  to	
  assist	
  stream	
  
stabilization.	
  	
  Training	
  will	
  occur	
  the	
  day	
  of	
  the	
  project.	
  
	
  
	
  
To	
  sign	
  up	
  for	
  events,	
  visit	
  our	
  website	
  at	
  www.scotchmanpeaks.org/events,	
  or	
  
email	
  the	
  FSPW	
  Coordinator	
  Kristen	
  Nowicki	
  at	
  Kristen@scotchmanpeaks.org.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  all	
  that	
  you	
  do!	
  	
  Good	
  luck	
  in	
  your	
  progression	
  
toward	
  the	
  ID	
  Master	
  Naturalist	
  Certification,	
  and	
  your	
  
continuing	
  evolution	
  as	
  a	
  highly	
  valued	
  Citizen	
  Naturalist!	
  
	
  
I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  hearing	
  from	
  you!	
  
	
  -­‐Kristen	
  Nowicki,	
  FSPW	
  Project	
  Coordinator	
  


