A Little More about Themes- an example
Topic: Elk

Possible information for you to use in your talk:

Natural History of elk.
**How elk reproduce.
What elk eat?
How to hunt an elk.
How to skin an elk.
How to make elk steak.
When elk have calves.
The digestive system of elk.
How to identify elk droppings.
How to paint or draw elk.
How big are elk?
Where elk live?
What elk need to survive?
**Why elk bugle?
What diseases elk get?
Why we feed elk?
Which elk do wolves prefer?
How to identify an elk skull.
**What is the difference between horns and antlers?
What tooth pattern does an elk have?
How to prevent road collisions with elk.
Ethics on hunting elk.
Native American traditions surrounding elk.
The different types of elk.
Domestic elk farms.
**How to go elk bugling.
The similarities and differences between deer and elk.
I could keep going, but I do not know a lot about elk.  Just think if I were an expert, I could make a very long list!  This is overwhelming for anyone to organize and chances are you only have 30 minutes!  This is why topics are not sufficient!  Themes guide organization.  Themes help you pick out from the long list of things to talk about to just a few items that go well together.  There are hundreds of themes that on the topic of elk.  One theme might be “Elk Bugle to Find a Mate.”  If this was your theme, you could focus on the items in the list that are starred (**).  This is easier for you as the educator and easier for the audience to keep track of four concepts rather than juggle 27 items.
Perhaps you know a lot about elk reproduction.  You could list 15 things to talk about given our hypothetical theme.  It would do you and your audience good if you choose five or fewer aspects of elk bugling to support your theme.  Research shows people can only remember about five pieces of information.  Sometimes, if the pieces of information are well organized, people can remember a couple more.  More is not necessarily better. Would it not be better to present less information and have your audience understand, than more information and have them remember nothing?
Sam Ham, in his book about interpretation, provides a guide for preparing a theme.

Steps in Theme Writing - An Example

1.  Select your general topic.
“Generally, my presentation is about__________Habitat_________________________.”
2.   State your topic in terms that are more specific.
“Specifically, I want to tell my audience about . . . the four components that make up habitat.”

3.  Now, express your theme by completing the following sentence.
“After hearing my presentation (or reading my exhibit, etc.), I want my audience to understand that “Food, water, shelter and space are the essential habitat components every living thing needs.”
Steps in Theme Writing - Practice
1.  Select your general topic.
“Generally, my presentation is about________________________________________.”
2.   State your topic in terms that are more specific.
“Specifically, I want to tell my audience______________________________________.”

3.  Now, express your theme by completing the following sentence.
“After hearing my presentation (or reading my exhibit, etc.) I want my audience to understand that ______________________________________________________________________.”

