
Conducting an Aquatic Bird Survey for IBIS  

(Idaho Bird Inventory and Survey) 

This program is designed to monitor monthly trends in aquatic bird numbers. We are asking for a 

commitment of one bird survey per month from November thru March.  

Before you begin actual bird counts (surveys), please learn which birds frequent the Boise River and 

shoreline. Using a field identification guide, learn to identify all of the birds on the Aquatic Bird Survey 

Form.  

 

Method for Bird Surveys: 
To prevent inaccurate (biased) data results, it is important that every volunteer surveys birds in the 
same method. 
 
 
Practice Your Survey Route 

Before starting official surveys, you may find it helpful to practice your route. This will help you become 

familiar with the habitat and birds on the greenbelt. Practicing your survey will sharpen your observation 

skills and make it easier to record birds quickly on the survey form during official surveys.  

Best Time of Day 

The monthly survey should be conducted in the morning between ½ hour after sunrise and 12:00 noon.  

Remember to record both the start and finish times of your survey. 

Team Effort vs. Solo 

It is best if two people can do a bird survey together. With one person recording the date, the other 

person can then devote his/her full attention to counting birds. This method will usually result in more 

accurate data than when one person tries to count and record birds at the same time. But if you have to 

do the survey alone, that is still acceptable.  

Weather 

For your safety and enjoyment, bird surveys should be done on days with no rain and low winds. Also, 

birds are active and more visible during good weather. If the weather is anything but clear, please note 

the weather conditions at the bottom of the survey form in the “Additional Comments” section.  



Counting and Recording Birds 

The Aquatic Bird Survey Form lists birds most commonly seen.  

• If you see a bald eagle or a belted kingfisher, please record the species and number of birds on 

the blank lines at the end of species list, or at the bottom part of your form in the “Additional 

Comments” section.  

 

• Be alert for uncommon or rare species. If you see an aquatic species that is not listed on the 

survey form then please record the species name and number of birds on the blank lines at the 

end of the species list, or in the "Additional comments" section at the bottom of the form.  

 

• It is important to avoid counting the same bird more than once. Only stop long enough to 

count birds present and be careful to avoid double-counting individuals. Often birds will flush from 

their position when disturbed. Should they fly ahead of you and land along a portion of the river or 

shoreline that you have not yet surveyed, make a mental note of their new location. Do not count 

them when you pass them a second time. If large flocks of birds are encountered, it can be very 

difficult to get an accurate count. Do not try to count each individual bird. Rather, try counting a 

group of 10 or 20 and then estimate how many groups of that size you see. This will take practice 

but will ultimately make your job much easier. 

 

• Try to identify all aquatic birds to the species level. In other words, if you see a gull, try to 

figure out which kind (species) of gull it is...but don't guess. If the lighting is bad or you got only a 

brief look and can't be sure of the species, then record it as "unknown" in the gull section of the 

survey form. Note the closest bird type that you can determine (for example, "unidentified gull" or 

"unidentified duck"). This type of data is still important! It can be used to study which types of 

birds are found in the area. 

 

Completed Survey Form: 

Double-check that the survey form is filled out completely, including full names of observers, date, start 

and end times, and proper section name. After you complete each survey, please send your survey form 

to Colleen by either using the prepaid envelopes or by scanning and emailing them to Colleen at the 

address below. 

SURVEY QUESTIONS: contact Colleen Moulton, IDFG’s Bird Program Coordinator, at 208/287-2751 or 

colleen.moulton@idfg.idaho.gov 

OTHER QUESTIONS (tracking your volunteer hours): contact Deniz Aygen, Watchable Wildlife 

Coordinator, at 208/287-2750 or deniz.aygen@idfg.idaho.gov 
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