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Study Area 



Long-term, Low Budget, Lots of Attention 

 



Heidi: An Accommodating Bear 
1992-2011, 19 yrs. & 17 dens 



Den Types 

 



 



 



Reproduction 

• In 3 of 19 years, Heidi was without offspring 
in the den. 

• Percentage of Heidi’s cubs surviving to year 
one was on the average for the study site 
 

• A minimum of 760 visitors saw this female. 
Who were these folks? 



The Masses: Who are they? 

• University students and colleagues 
• State and federal agency employees 
• Youth groups and adult leaders 
• Family 
• Friends 
• Friends of Family 
• Friends of Friends 

 



 



Dens for the Public -- How? 
• Consider den accessibility 
• Consider prior experience with the bear 
• On-site orientation and education 



Dens for the Public – How? 

• Small research party goes ahead to assess 
• Continuous monitoring of anesthetized female 
• Gentle persuasion 
 



Injury and Institutional Legal Concerns 

 



Efforts to Include All 

 



 



 



Why do this? 

• Public relations bonanza 
• Outreach and education 
• Public appreciation of bear biology 
• Emotional, life-changing experiences 
• Outdoor social experiences 



“Life Has Loveliness to Sell . . .” 
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