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Greetings! This newsletter is intended to inform all of our customers on what’s happening on the Idaho Fish and Game’s Portneuf

Wildlife Management Area.
This last year went by very fast again but we accomplished a lot of projects on all of our Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs).

New WMA signs were installed this summer at the Crane Creek and Robbers Roost Road entrances. Road maintenance work

(cooperatively with our neighbors) was also accomplished on the Bonneville Road.
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The neighbor to the south did a great job of maintaining the Quinn Creek boundary fence again this year. We have almost
finished marking the entire WMA boundary every 660 feet with carsonite signs or fence placards and expect to have the job
complete in 2016.

Quite a bit of time and effort was again spent battling weeds. Weeds that were targeted are all on the state of Idaho noxious
weed list, and include: Dalmatian Toadflax, Dyers Woad, White Top, Black Henbane, Hounds Tongue, Canada Thistle, and Musk
Thistle. Our 3 person summer crew spent 20 days (up 11 days from last year) spraying and pulling noxious weeds. We also hired
the Women'’s Prison Crew for five days (236 hrs.) and the Bannock Co. Skills Crew spent an additional five days (174 hrs.) both
mechanically removing Dyers Woad. That’s more than 908 hours spent controlling weeds. We did get another release of stem
boring beetles for Dalmatian Toadflax this year. Evidence was again observed that beetles from previous year’s releases are
surviving the winters. Hopefully the beetles will start getting the upper hand on some of the harder to reach, more remote

patches of Dalmatian Toadflax.

Two established forb plots for a total of 1.6 acres are maintained on the WMA. The forb plot mix consists of a variety of forbs
that will benefit big game, upland game and non-game species. Three and a half acres of food plots of high energy grain were

also planted in three separate plots in the fall of 2015. Total food plot acreage on the WMA is over 5 acres this year. We also




paid a nearby landowner to plant and leave another 1.7 acres of grain. These areas provide food mainly for upland game birds in
late fall and early winter until the snow covers it up, and then again in the spring as the snow melts off. Grain food plots were
planted the first part of September which produced green up for the wildlife to take advantage of in the fall before going into

winter. Pheasants, turkeys, sharp-tailed grouse, deer, and other wildlife were seen using food and forb plots.

We were again unable to mow another area to open up some dense
brush stands this fall due to contractor availability. Total acreage
mowed over the past years is approximately 15 acres. One or two more
spots may be manipulated next year with the intent of rotating through
these areas depending on brush reestablishment and brush density in
adjacent areas. We gathered approximately 60 Ibs. of bitterbrush seed
on the Portneuf WMA. The seeds will be grown to seedlings at Lucky
Peal nursery for planting around the region as part of our Mule Deer

Initiative and/or fire rehabilitation. Due to early weather conditions we

were unable to gather sage brush seed this year, but have a sufficient

bank of seed at the nursery.

The ISU Mammalogy class under the direction of Professor Boyer conducted an analysis of winter range for mule deer on the
WMA near Crane Creek in late winter 2015. Results indicated that gooseberry had the greatest amount of leaders browsed by
mule deer, among all taxa of shrubs found at this study site on the WMA followed closely by bitterbrush and then serviceberry.

Other brush species were utilized at a lesser extent.
Input:

Sign-in boxes are still provided at all main parking areas to gather information on visitor demographics, frequency and purpose of

visits. If you use the WMA, please sign in at least once per season.

If you make interesting wildlife observations please contact us or report it at:

https://fishandgame.idaho.gov/species/observations/add.

We did have some issues with illegal vehicle use - driving off of maintained roads again this year. Visitors even drove through our
newly planted food plots. One violator was caught in the act and cited. Please help us to remind folks to stay on the maintained
roads. If you see a Fish and Game violation please contact your local Conservation Officer, Sherriff’s Office or call the CAP Line at
1-800-632-5999.

If you have comments that may benefit the Portneuf WMA, or you would like to volunteer with projects, please feel free to

contact me at the Fish and Game office by telephone: (208)-236-1255 or email: don.jenkins@idfg.idaho.gov . | am always

interested in ideas to make the WMA and surrounding lands better places for wildlife.

Don Jenkins - Regional Habitat Biologist




