
 
 

Idaho Fish and Game Commission 
Annual Meeting – January 26-27, 2011 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

Trophy Room 
600 South Walnut 

Boise, Idaho 
 

January 26 
 
Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 12:45 p.m. Commissioners McDermott, Trevey, 
Barowsky, Budge, Wheeler and Power were present.   
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Commissioners met with the Senate Resources and Environment Committee. 
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 3:45 p.m.  
 
Executive Session 
 
11-04 Commissioner Power moved and Commissioner Barowsky seconded a motion to go into 
executive session pursuant to subsections (b) (c) (d) and (f) of Idaho Code Section 67-2345 to 
discuss personnel matters, property acquisition, records exempt from disclosure under Idaho 
Public Records law, and pending litigation. Roll Call Vote: McDermott: aye; Trevey: aye; 
Barowsky: aye; Wheeler: aye; Wright aye; Power: aye.  Vote tally: 6 ayes.   
 
Commissioner Budge joined the executive session at 4:30 p.m.  
 
11- 05 Commissioner Power moved and Commissioner Barowsky seconded a motion to come 
out of executive session. The motion carried in a unanimous vote.  
 
The executive session ended at 5:46 p.m. with no official action taken.  
 
Public Hearing  
 
Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He introduced Commissioners Tony 
McDermott, Robert Barowsky, Randy Budge, Cameron Wheeler, and Commission Secretary Cal 
Groen. Commissioner Power was excused. Staff introductions followed. 
 
Chairman Wright noted that Representative Marcus Gibbs and Chairman Bert Stevenson were in 
attendance.  
 
Bryce Cook, Idaho Waterfowl Association, spoke in opposition of waterfowl outfitting and 
guiding. Please see a copy of the IWA letter to the Commission (Appendix 44, Exhibit 2). Mr. 
Bryce was a member of the Turkey Waterfowl Working Group.  
 



 
 

Mike Lawson is an outfitter and a land owner. Mr. Lawson was also a member of the Turkey 
Waterfowl Working Group. Mr. Lawson expressed concerns with statue Title 36, Chapter 21 
where there has been some disagreement on, regarding outfitting and guiding. Please see written 
comments (Appendix 44, Exhibit 3).  
 
Michael Taddy, representing self, spoke in opposition to guiding for waterfowl. Mr. Taddy feels 
that this would have impacts on public access and hunting quality.  
 
Marcus O’Connor stated that he is opposed to waterfowl guiding 
 
John Wood, IWA, is opposed to outfitting for waterfowl. 
 
Joe Curry, representing the Idaho Chapter Wild Sheep Foundation stated that they support the 
Department legislation proposal to add additional trophy tags (Appendix 44, Exhibit 4). They 
would recommend the Department open Units 13 and 18 to bighorn sheep hunting with no tags 
allocated, however the successful bidder for the special bighorn sheep permit will be allowed to 
hunt in Unit 13 or 18 during the period that the tag is valid in any other open bighorn sheep hunt 
except Unit 11.  
 
Herb Meyr, representing self spoke regarding bighorn sheep. Mr. Meyr is concerned with the 
bighorn sheep numbers in the East Fork of the Owyhee and the bighorn sheep that used to be on 
the South Fork of the Owyhee.  
 
Daniel Luker, representing IWA and self, stated that waterfowl outfitting is not needed. It will 
cause competition for an already scarce access and will be difficult to enforce.  
 
Paul Waldon was a member on the Turkey Waterfowl Working Group. Mr. Waldon is a member 
of the NWTF. NWTF opposes any expansion of outfitting for turkey or waterfowl. Access would 
be reduced and displaced public. He would like for the verbiage from temporary Moratorium to 
be permanent and feels it is the simplest and most enforceable solution for the licensing board. 
 
Mike Stoddard, President, NWTF, stated that they are opposed to outfitting for turkey and 
waterfowl. Mr. Stoddard referenced a letter sent to Jake Howard, IOGLB (Appendix 44, Exhibit 
5). NWTF does not support any changes to the current temporary moratorium, but request that 
IOGLB take the necessary steps making that moratorium permanent.  
 
Anne Hausrath spoke regarding the role of predators and wolves. Ms. Hausrath would like the 
Department to have a science based biology management plan for wolves.   
 
Chris Loomis, IWA, is opposed to outfitting for waterfowl and turkeys.  
 
Lloyd Oldenburg spoke regarding auction tags. He supports the Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation 
recommendations presented by Joe Curry.  
 
Ruth Shea, stated that she was here on behalf of the Trumpeter Swan Society to express their 
concern regarding the late snow goose hunt in the Fort Hall area and to ask the Department to 



 
 

take three actions, (Appendix 44, Exhibit 6) to help strengthen Idaho’s Trumpeter Swan 
management program. 
 
Tom Demorest, Diamond D Ranch spoke regarding seasons for cow elk hunts. He would like to 
see the Department eliminate cow hunting in Unit 27, suggests a 4 point or bigger for elk hunting 
and reports deer hunting is excellent. Suggested the unlimited controlled hunt in November be 
eliminated and implement a 3 point for the whole season.   
 
Will Whelan, The Nature Conservancy, expressed thanks to the IDFG staff who have worked 
with Conservancy on projects in 2010, staff is dedicated and deserve support. There have been 
four completed projects that the Department has worked on with the Nature Conservancy.  
 
Butch Sour commented about wolves. He stated that he will not purchase a license until this 
problem is taken care of in the state of Idaho and will not allow access on his property.  
 
Trish Woodruff spoke regarding wolves and feels there is an economic opportunity with wolves.  
 
Mark Bell presented signatures from a group of sportsmen from Challis, stating that they feel it 
would not be in the best interest to relinquish the Fish & Game authority over the ATV’s to the 
Parks & Recreation Department.  
 
Crystal White submitted written comment regarding strong support for the wolves.  
 
Diane Jones spoke regarding wolf management and the value of wolves as a top predator.  
 
Karl DeHart would like for the Commission to change the partridge season back to historic dates 
and limits.  
 
Gene Sullivan stated that he has questions regarding snow goose seasons and that he would 
speak directly to Jeff Knetter, Regional Wildlife Biologist - Upland Game & Waterfowl who was 
in attendance.   
 
Louise Stark, White Cloud Outfitters, provided the Commission with a written plan to promote 
nonresident elk tag sales and hold line on any further zone phase in and controlled hunt tag 
reductions (Appendix 44, Exhibit 7).  
 
Paul Waldon suggests the Commission look at a new concept Transfer Tag To Youth (TTTY) 
for the recruitment of youth. This would allow for an adult to transfer a tag to youth for a hunt.  
 
Joseph Peterson submitted written comment (Appendix 44, Exhibit 8) and stated that he was part 
of the Turkey Waterfowl Working Group.  Mr. Peterson would like to see outfitting allowed for 
turkey and waterfowl. He referenced Title 36, Fish and Game Chapter 21, Outfitters and Guides.  
 
The following individuals submitted written comment regarding opposition to allow outfitting 
for turkey and waterfowl: Kenny Cantrell, Tom Beeles, Jake Coon, Scott Privette, Jeff Brooks, 
Bill Poindexter, Paul Waldon, Brain Frost, Steve Whitehouse, Mond Warren, Mike Smart, Rick 



 
 

Martin, Justin Smith, Steve Birrer, Dennis Hauser, Steven Boyle, Jay Doman, Barry Baker, Steve 
Rayanic, Mike Stoddard, Doug Siepert, James Gunn, Mike Hauge, Janet Doramus-Bell and Mike 
Cram.  
 
Adjournment  
The public meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  
 
January 27 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Opening Comments 
 
Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Chairman Wright stated that the 
Commission will meet with the House Resources and Conservation Committee this afternoon 
and  thanks to Mary Boyer and staff for meeting preparation.  
 
Review of Public Comment  
 
Director Groen noted that the public meeting went very smoothly and efficiently due to the new 
meeting format with the blue cards that address agenda items first and the timing light restriction 
for comments. There were 26 comments.  
 
The Commission addressed comments relating to outfitting for waterfowl and turkey. Agenda 
item # 5 will address the results from the Turkey Waterfowl Working group. The Commission 
discussed the request from the Trumpeter Swan Society. Jeff Knetter provided a handout on 
snow goose hunting near American Falls Reservoir (Appendix 44, Exhibit 9) in regards to the 
Society request. Commission consensus is not to take any action and work collaboratively with 
the Society in the future.  A proposal called Transfer Tag To Youth (TTTY) that would include 
all species was presented. Commissioner Budge would like staff to take a look at this proposal.  
Staff will discuss with regional staff regarding comments on Oregon Owyhee Sheep losses are 
due to mountain lions. Comments on auction tags for Unit 13 & 18 will be addressed in agenda 
item # 14.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
The January consent calendar contained the minutes of the October 15 and 28, 2010 meetings; 
the Financial Report for the period ending November 30, 2010; and the appointments for the 
Winter Feeding Advisory Committee.  
 
11-06 Commissioner Budge moved and Commissioner Barowsky seconded a motion to accept 
the items in the consent calendar as presented. The motion carried in a unanimous vote.  
 

REPORT 



 
 

 
Turkey Waterfowl Workgroup Report 
 
Background: At the November 2009 joint meeting between the Commission and the Outfitters 
and Guides Licensing Board (OGLB) staff from both agencies gave information relative to the 
temporary moratorium on outfitting for Waterfowl and Turkey Hunting (IOGLB Policy 2027).   
It was recognized that due to the increased interest in these activities and due to Idaho’s 
administrative decision making requirement in state law, a more comprehensive approach was 
needed so IOGLB can appropriately address these matters.  An advisory work group was formed 
by a series of appointments made jointly with the Department and IOGLB. 
 
The advisory work group was formed to:  
1) To understand the current conditions around the issue,   
2) To find areas of agreement, 
3) To prioritize possible solutions, 
4) To make policy recommendations to the Idaho Outfitters and Guides Licensing Board 

(IOGLB) and Commission, and  
5) To be clear on whether the recommendations for turkeys and waterfowl were the same or 

needed to be different in some regards. 
 
Deputy Director Virgil Moore introduced Richard L. Gardner, Ph.D. facilitator for the group.  
Dr. Gardner presented the final recommendations (Appendix 44, Exhibit 10) to both agencies 
and a summary of the process they followed to arrive at these recommendations.  
 

RULES 
 
Trophy Species Season Setting 
 
Dale Toweill presented the Department recommendations (Appendix 44, Exhibit 11) for moose, 
sheep and goat for the 2011 and 2012 seasons.  
 
11-07 Commissioner Power moved and Commissioner Budge seconded a motion to accept the 
staff recommendations for moose, sheep and goat for the 2011 and 2012 seasons. The motion 
carried in a unanimous vote.  
 

REPORTS 
 
Deer and Elk Population Status Update 
 
Jon Rachael, State Wildlife Manager, provided a deer and elk population status report (Appendix 
44, Exhibit 12) to the Commission. Commissioner Budge commends Jon Rachael for an 
excellent report and suggests that it be used as a tool in the regions and available at public 
meetings.  
 
Mandatory Harvest Report Briefing 
 



 
 

Mr. Rachael continued with a report on the Mandatory Harvest Reporting system (Appendix 44, 
Exhibit 13). There were 221,300 deer, elk, pronghorn tags sold in 2010. As of January 19, 2011 
124,100 tags had been reported. Seventy- eight percent of the reports were filed on-line with  
16 % reported by phone operator and 6% by automated system. The Department moved towards 
an all-electronic, paperless system for the 2010 season to expedite data collection time. Allowing 
the Department to analyze and share harvest information with wildlife managers and the public 
sooner and reduce costs. The estimated cost savings is $96,000 compared to past years. The 
savings will be used to leverage PR dollars and appears in our FY2012 base budget request.  
 
Ungulate Predation Research Update 
 
Brad Compton provided an update to the Commission using a PowerPoint presentation 
(Appendix 44, Exhibit 14).  Since 1997, the Department has focused intensive elk investigations 
on determining the population level impacts of predation.  Initially, the investigations were 
focused on the impacts of black bear and mountain lion predation.  Since 2005, the focus shifted 
to evaluating population level impacts of wolf predation.  Between 2005 - 2008, biologists 
captured and monitored over 700 adult female and calf elk in 11 of 29 elk management zones to 
determine survival and cause-specific mortality.  Results from this work were and are used to: 1) 
develop 10(j) proposals, 2) provide a foundation for elk and wolf harvest recommendations, and 
3) provide science-backed information to the public and policy makers.  
 
Beginning in 2009, intensive elk investigations were restructured to develop a management tool 
that could reliably estimate wolf impacts on elk populations more cost-effectively and across all 
elk management zones in Idaho. 
 
In September 2010, the Department submitted a 10(j) proposal to the USFWS requesting 
approval to remove wolves from the Lolo Elk Management Zone because of unacceptable 
impacts.  Upon implementation, the Department would continue to intensively monitor elk and 
wolf populations to evaluate effectiveness of the management effort.    
 
 
Update on Salmon Forecasts and Potential Seasons in 2011 
 
Pete Hassemer, Anadromous Fish Manager provided the Commission with an explanation, to 
inform the Commission, of the forecasts for spring and summer Chinook salmon returning to the 
Snake River this spring and potential salmon seasons. These salmon will begin leaving the ocean 
and entering the Columbia River in late February and early March. Fisheries staff proposes to 
return to the Commission in March with recommendations for 2010 Chinook salmon sport 
fisheries to be conducted in the Clearwater River, Salmon River and Snake River drainages. 
During January and February Fisheries staff will be involved in Columbia River basin processes 
that set spring Chinook fishing seasons on the Columbia River. Mr. Hassemer described the 
season setting processes and the potential impacts of Columbia River fisheries on Idaho-bound 
salmon (Appendix 44, Exhibit15). 
 
 

LANDS 



 
 

 
Land Acquisitions Hayden Lake and Cooper 
 
Gregg Servheen, Wildlife Program Coordinator, presented the following land acquisitions 
proposals to the Commission for approval.  
 
Hayden Lake  
 
This 203-acre fee title acquisition is located in Kootenai County to the northeast of Hayden Lake 
and is adjacent to U.S. Forest Service ownership and the 320-acre Vanderbilt conservation 
easement held by the Department.  Acquisition of the subject property will preserve habitat and 
recreational opportunities in a rapidly developing area.  Protection of the site would retain habitat 
for upland and big game species and a variety of non-game species in an area that is quickly 
being developed.  In addition, neighbors to the subject property have stated that they would 
donate a 110-acre conservation easement to the Department if the property were to become 
protected. 
 
Acquisition of this parcel will also provide partial habitat mitigation for the construction and 
operation of Albeni Falls Dam and abides by IDFG goals outlined in the Albeni Falls Wildlife 
Protection, Mitigation, and Enhancement Plan.  A new management plan will need to be 
developed for the property, and additional BPA funding will be added to the existing operations 
and maintenance contract for the Department’s Wildlife Management Areas. 
 
No buildings are part of the acquisition.  IDFG pays a fee in lieu of taxes (FILT) for all fee-title 
properties.  The FILT for properties acquired in Kootenai County is estimated at approximately 
$2.24 per acre, for a total of approximately $454.72 for the subject property. 
 
The property was previously presented to the Commission during Executive Session on May 20, 
2010. 
 
Cooper Land Acquisition 
 
This 11.63-acre property borders the Salmon River 3 miles north of the town of Salmon. This 
project would ensure public access to one of the most heavily used sections of the Salmon River.  
Fishing/boating conflicts and boating safety issues would be minimized and steelhead fishing 
pressure distributed from Salmon to Morgan Bar.  This property was previously presented to the 
Commission during Executive Session in April of 2010. 
 
Acquisition cost is $283,500 of Salmon and Steelhead funds.  FILT is estimated at $1,200/year.   
O&M costs are estimated at $1,000 annually.  
 
11-08 Commissioner McDermott moved and Commissioner Power seconded a motion to accept 
the land acquisitions as presented by staff. The motion carried in a unanimous vote.  
 

FISCAL 
 



 
 

Director’s Annual Report to the Commission 
 
Director Groen presented the Director’s Annual Report to the Commission (Appendix 44, 
Exhibit 16) showing Department financial summaries for FY10 and an overview of major 
Department programs. Director Groen noted that this is the second report to the Commission and 
copies will be sent to the Legislature.  
 
Director Groen expressed his thanks to Mike Keckler, Ed Mitchell and staff for the great job in 
putting the report together.  
 
JFAC Budget Preview 
 
On Tuesday, February 1 the Department will present the Governor’s Fiscal Year 2012 budget for 
IDFG to the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee (JFAC).  The Director provided the 
Commission with a preview of his planned presentation to JFAC for their information and input. 
This presentation focused upon the role of the Commission in setting key policy direction and 
the actions of the Department to carry our Commission policy. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Commissioners recessed to meet with the House Resources and Conservation Committee.  
 
The Commission reconvened at 3:55 p.m. 
 

RULES 
 

Proposed Rule to Exempt Military Members and Peace Officers From the Live Fire 
Exercise Requirement of the Hunter Education Course 
 
Sharon Kiefer, Assistant Director-Policy, briefed the Commission about a legislative request to 
consider Hunter Education live fire exercise exemption for military personnel and peace officers 
that could result in a rule change in IDAPA 13.01.02. Ms. Kiefer presented a draft of the rule to 
the Commission (Appendix 44, Exhibit 17). Prior to the beginning of the legislative session, a 
moratorium is imposed on state agencies that restrict them from promulgating proposed rules. 
This moratorium on proposed rulemaking begins in mid-November and is in effect until the 
adjournment of the legislature session.   Staff will present the rule for Commission action at the 
first scheduled opportunity after the legislature session concludes, likely the May meeting. 
Commission consensus is to draft an affidavit similar to what the bowhunters sign to verify that 
they have had firearm training.  
 

LEGISLATION 
 
Legislative Update 
 
Kathleen Trever, Deputy Attorney General reported that congressmen Simpson, Rehberg and 
Labrador introduced wolf management legislation HR 150, Idaho and Montana Wolf 
Management Act of 2011 to address the issue of delisting wolves in Idaho and Montana.  



 
 

 
Sharon Kiefer, Assistant Director-Policy, provided the Commission with a Legislative update. 
Ms. Kiefer reported that status for the Department Rule Dockets is still the same as the report on 
January 20 conference call. The JFAC presentation is February 2nd. On February 7th there will be 
a joint House and Senate Resource meeting to discuss ATV’s. The Department has been invited 
to give a presentation to the Senate Agriculture Affairs Committee on February 8th about the 
challenges of private property issues, access, landowner sportsmen programs and wildlife 
management with private land owners. On February 9th there will be a joint Resource Committee 
meeting regarding bull trout. 
 
Fish and Game Sponsored Bill/Analysis/Discussion  
 
RS 19980 Department Proposal 
RS20142 Proposal / Representative Mike Moyle  
 
The Commission directed staff at the previous January 20 conference call to sit down with 
Representative Moyle to discuss the options for a single collaborative legislative proposal for 
auction tags. Staff has met with Representative Moyle and have resolved several of the 
differences between the two proposals. There are two key policy considerations in regards to a 
potential bill 1) Representative Moyle’s special auction tag proposal would establish a more 
liberal but more financially lucrative framework for tags. Allowing hunting in any hunt area, 
even areas closed by Commission proclamation between August 1st and December 31st of the 
same calendar year.  
 
The Department proposal took a different approach that the proposal still restricted use of the 
special auction tags to open seasons and open hunt areas.  
 
Representative Moyle’s proposal retains the new bighorn sheep tag available for residents and 
nonresidents. The Department has provided technical information as to what that means to the 
regular control hunt pool for nonresidents. That would reallocate another tag from the pool of 
five tags. This would increase the drawing odd for nonresidents for those who choose to 
participate in the controlled hunt for bighorn sheep.  
 
In regards to the discussion on being able to hunt in any area this would set up the potential for 
the new bighorn sheep tag to also be used in Unit 11 on an annual basis. The current context is 
that the Department has two existing bighorn sheep special, one tag is lottery and one is auction. 
They alternate each year for which one can be used in Unit 11. This would be an additional tag 
that would not have that restriction.  
 
The Department is seeking guidance from the Commission for a collaborative path to follow 
recognizing that there may be some concerns with these two policy issues.  
 
The Commission discussed the two policy issues and their concerns. Some of the Commission 
concerns are existing seasons regarding the Tribes hunting and that there are two special tags 
already out there for bighorn sheep, with a small population that they go to with a high dollar 



 
 

value. People do not want to sell wildlife.  The Commission is concerned with having two 
proposals with the same subject matter.  
 
Dale Toweill reported four issues that he sees with RS20142 

• Timing and lack of area restrictions 
• Biological Auction/Lottery 
• Equity- nonresident high dollar  
• How do we exercise control such as the tribe framework  

 
Ms. Kiefer will follow up with Legislative Services to remove the bighorn sheep from the 
Department proposal. Ms. Kiefer will communicate with Representative Moyle that the 
Commission has had this policy discussion and the Commission felt that this is an element of the 
bill that they are not going to be able to support, as well as the sheep tag as it is currently framed. 
The Commission would like to know if Representative Moyle would be interested in any further 
reconsideration of how the bill is framed.  

 
REPORT 

 
Idaho Fish and Wildlife Foundation Report 
 
Ann Dehner, Foundation Development Coordinator, presented the IFWF report to the 
Commission. Ms. Dehner introduced Board member Jim Wrigley who was in attendance.  
 
1. The Foundation acquired a 5.2 acre property along the Little Salmon River near Riggins, 
Idaho, on January 4, 2011.  The Foundation will engage the Department in discussions regarding 
leasing and management of the property, and explore issues and needs surrounding fishing 
access at the site.  

 
2. The Foundation is suspending its annual online auction for this year pending strategic 
planning.   

 
3. The Foundation is continuing a comprehensive strategic planning process to update its last 
strategic plan that expired in 2008.  It is anticipated that the future direction for programs, 
projects and operations of the Foundation will be identified through this process. The Foundation 
wishes to engage members of the Fish and Wildlife Commission in this process and will solicit 
the Commission’s input as the process unfolds. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Director Groen captured the following topics in the Director’s Report to the Commission: 

• Individual  written Bureau Reports contained in the agenda book, good information 
• Referenced January 18, 2011 letter (Appendix 44, Exhibit 18) from RMEF extending 

gratitude for the continued support of Idaho Fish and Game’s purchase of the Tex Creek 
property in the Tex Creek Wildlife Management Area of Idaho 



 
 

• A Task Force group is being established to look at the License System and ways to 
simplify the system 

• The Department will have to look at some type of funding increase for the next year 
• Nongame Merger Conservations Services Business Plan to the Director for Review 

National Heritage Program  
• Attended the roundtable discussion on the importance of state management of wolves on 

January 19 at the SHOT show in Las Vegas in coordination with Field and Stream 
• Distributed copies of The Secret World Inside the Animal Rights Agenda (Appendix 

44,Exhibit 19) 
 
Commissioner Reports  
 
Each Commissioner provided their Regional report in written format (Appendix 44, Exhibit 20). 
 
Commissioner Trevey referenced his written commission report.  
 
Commissioner Wheeler reported that there are a lot of elk in the region. There are reports of big 
deer this year. Things are going well in the Region, staff does a good job.  
 
Commissioner Budge reported the preliminary deer survey results indicate that the buck/doe 
ratio is down. It has been a hard winter with a high volume of elk depredation complaints. There 
is a lot of excitement on getting the Edson Fichter urban fishing pond open. The community 
raised a $100,000 to match funds for this project.  Commissioner Budge is hearing good reports 
on the new fishing regulations. The Southeast Region enjoyed the best upland bird season – 
pheasants and Hungarian partridge in recent memory. Year one of the pilot surragator program is 
complete, the next meeting is scheduled for February 16th.  
 
Commissioner Power reported that the region is conducting aerial elk and deer surveys. The 
buck/doe ratios came out fairly good in the Salmon Region. There have not been very many 
depredation hunts. There is not much snow in the Stanley Basin. Reports that there have been a 
number of reported wasted elk and antelope. Andy Smith sponsored first Idaho Trapper’s 
Education Class in Challis, 21 students from 8 years old to adults, 9 instructors certified, 19 
certified students classroom and field exercises.  
 
Commissioner McDermott reported that the summer WAFWA meeting will be July 15-20 in Big 
Sky, Montana and encouraged other Commissioners to plan to attend. The Panhandle water level 
is at 150%. Winter kill should not be a problem this year.  
 
Commissioner Barowsky reported that the Southwest Region has depredation problems with elk. 
Feeding turkeys in the Weiser area due to the winter conditions. Fisheries staff recently 
completed a mark-recapture abundance estimate for carp in Lake Lowell, where the non-native 
fish is impacting sportfishing opportunities and water quality. Staff are assessing feasibility of 
carp removal or eradication to improve fishing in the lake. Fisheries staff and volunteers 
completed electro-fishing population surveys on the lower Boise River from Barber Park to 
Eagle. Wild trout continue to provide much of the fishing in this urban river, there are 5,116 wild 
trout per mile.   



 
 

 
Commissioner Wright reported that a total of 450 pheasants were released at the Niagara Springs 
WMA during December. The third annual chili cook-off attracted over 60 sportsmen. 
Presentations on fish and wildlife aging techniques, predator calling, and a variety of prizes filled 
the evening. A bull moose was captured in the Burley skate board park and relocated to the 
Cottonwood WMA.  
 
Chairman Wright reported an issue in the Magic Valley Region with state agencies conflicting. 
He referenced a letter from Idaho Parks and Recreation Board (IPRB) sent to registered 
snowmobile owners dated January 7, 2011 (Appendix 44, Exhibit 21) regarding USFS travel 
planning and the Couch Summit. This may conflict with Department comments to the Forest 
Service regarding the necessity to keep snowmobiles out of specific areas to protect the elk 
population.  
 
Commissioner Trevey reported the same type of letter was sent to OHV’s users in the Clearwater 
Region, implying that Fish and Game is the reason that they will not be able to enjoy their OHV.  
This is a serious issue with the IPRB and both agencies must respect each other’s authorities and 
have a coordinated voice.  The Nez Perce Travel Plan is the next test.  
 
Commissioner McDermott reported a similar letter in the Panhandle Region regarding the 
closing of boat ramps.  
 
The Commission consensus is that the Chairman Wright and Vice Chairman McDermott should 
meet with the Governor to discuss. The Commission suggests this as a possible agenda item for 
the May Commission meeting.  
 
Director Groen asked to further review these Commission concerns with the State Parks Director 
and report back to the Commission.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Adjournment  
 
11-09 Commissioner Barowsky moved and Commissioner McDermott seconded a motion to 
adjourn. The motion carried in a unanimous vote.  
 
 
__________________   _____________________ 
Wayne Wright, M.D.     Virgil Moore 
Chairman     Secretary     


