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By Mick Hoover, Mackay Hatchery
Sharon Clark, HQ Fisheries —

The following are excerpts from House Bill 190, the  in the House on February 26, passed the Senate
Legislative Act that created provisions for the first on March 2, and signed by Governor Gooding
state fish hatchery. This handwritten document was  on March 12, 1907:

introduced on February 19, 1907, passed unanimously

House Bill190
"E,}/ Fisk and Geame Gormmittee
Tn HAct

To Provide for the Gonstruction and Equipment of a State Fisk Hatchery, for the Maintenance of the
Same andthe :ﬁwﬂnfut‘toﬂ ?f the T to the Vmow Water.r t?f the State t?f Jtﬁl/ﬁa, te gf rocure the W.ece&rm‘-y
Land and Weater, andto Erect the W‘cemmy oEuz/fmJ.s Wmﬁr and. rﬁﬂ”mj Fhouse  for the gu‘rermten-
dent and to Provide  for a fsufermten&nt and Hssistants c‘af‘guc/f #atc[er'}/ and'to Maks an c%gmyanmon

Sor Said. %l‘rw

De Jt Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Jdako:

Section 1. ‘The state ﬁ.r/f and game warden is /l‘éreb"}/ authorized and directed’to erect and
maintain a ﬁJF /l"atc/l"ery in this state ﬁr the purpose ?f the art‘z_'fx'cza/ [propagation and distribution ?f food and”
commercial fishes, and for the purpose of raising and distributing game birds and. such game animals as can be
rea.s'onal;{y raised on the premises occupied b:y such ke atcfeg/ without ﬂrt/fer compensation than that provided by
Jaw. ...

Section s. JThe state  fish and game warden shall have supervision over all fisk culture matters of
apublic nature, and shall recetve and provide ﬁr the proper care and distribution of such’ foof ﬂ:/l'é.s or ova l?f the
same and such game birds and animals as shall come into the possession of the State. ...

“Section é. The sum of fifteen thousand dollars @15, ooo) or so much thereof as may be necessary,
is Fereb:y appropriated out of the fisk and game fund of this State, Jfor the purpose of carrying out the provisions
c?f this et Jot{yaife out ?f any money in said; ﬁ.rF and game ﬂnJ: to be expended.; l::y or under the direction o_f the
state fisk and game warden and’ Governor.

Section 7. Jhe state  fish and game warden shall appoint the superintendent and. such assistants
as may be necessary. JThe sa/m:y ?f the superintendent shallnot exceed twelve hundred dollars @1100) / per an-
num and the assistants not to exceed . sevonty- -five dolars @75)  per month; andthe cost of the dwelfing referred
to in section 2 of this Sct, shall not exceed the sum of fifscen hundrod dollars ($1500). ...

continued on page 10
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100 Years of Hatcheries

continued from page 12

The First Three State
Hatcheries

Hay Spur Hatchery - 1907

October 2, 1907:
Idaho Statesman

“Governor F. R. Gooding left last
night for Hay Spur, Blaine County,
on the Wood River branch of the
Oregon Short Line, to look over the
selection of the proposed site for the
state fish hatchery, where Superin-
tendent Stiles, the government expert
who will have charge of the institu-
tion has been conducting experiments
for the past week. The site is situated
on a tributary to Silver Creek; one
of Idaho’s famous trout streams and
Mr. Stiles reported that the conditions
there are ideal. The site, it is believed,
will be the selection made at this time.
The hatchery, if adopted, will at once
be stocked and the first distribution of
seed fish will be made next summer”.

October 9, 1907:
Idaho Statesman

“Superintendent Robert Stiles, of the
new state fish hatchery, to be located
at Hay Spur, Blaine County, was in
the city yesterday looking after mat-
ters in connection with the new state
institution.

“We have selected a site that is
supplied with water from two very
good springs,” said Mr. Stiles. “One
has a flow of 225 miner’s inches, the
other in the neighborhood of 300. The
former will furnish the hatchery sup-
ply, while the other will fill the ponds.
The location is a little inconvenient,
away from town, but the conditions
are ideal and this will undoubtedly
make a very successful hatchery.

“We expect to distribute 1,000,000
seed fish, principally trout, next
spring. Eastern trout will be hatched
this fall and we are now in communi-
cation with hatcheries having spawn
for sale”.

November 6, 1907:
Idaho Statesman

“Superintendent Robert Stiles of the
Hay Spur fish hatchery, Blaine Coun-
ty, was a business visitor in the city
yesterday in connection with the de-
partment for the protection of fish and
game. Mr. Stiles says that there are
now 12 men and two teams engaged
in laying an eight-inch pipe line from
the springs to the hatchery site, a dis-

tance of about a mile, and reports work
is progressing very satisfactorily. ...

“Since going to Hay Spur this fall,
I have found many eastern rainbow
trout spawning in the tributaries to
Silver creek, including Loving creek,”
Mr. Stiles said, “and those who have
lived in this community for years say
this is also true of the native trout,
which spawn in the spring. I have
never seen a better stream from which
to take eggs, and this discovery, prom-
ises to be very valuable when it comes
to raising stock. Of course, some eggs
will be purchased from the other
hatcheries, but the purchases will not
now need to be so extensive”.

Ranching Co. was leased for the sea-
son of 1908 for the particular purpose
of eyeing eggs for hatching and was
used to good advantage with the first
take of eggs as hereinafter described
and was also the means of bringing
to a realization the need of the de-
partment for another hatchery for the
better handling, propagation, and per-
petuation of the particular species of
trout grown in the colder waters of the
higher altitudes of the state”.

August 12, 1908:
Idaho Statesman

“The state fish and game department
will this fall complete two new fish
hatcheries and double the present

e

capacity of the Hay Spur hatchery,
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Sandpoint Hatchery-1908

August 1, 1908:
Idaho Statesman

“The state fish and game department
is at present engaged in the whole-
sale distribution of small trout in the
streams of the various counties over
the state, and the work is being great-
ly facilitated through the courtesy of
the Oregon Short Line management
which has equipped and furnished
free of charge a special car for car-
ing for the fish in transit. One carload
has already been distributed in the far
north and Thursday night another car
of the fry started from the Hay Spur
hatchery for Latah, Nez Perce, and
Idaho counties.

The railroad company has not only
donated the services of the car, but
provided the services of an engine
and crew for the proper aeration of
the water, in which the thousands of
small fish must live until they reach
their destinations ...”.

Warm River
Hatchery - 1908

1907-1908 Biennial Report, State
Game Warden, W. N. Stephens

“A hatchery belonging to the Glen Rea

Hatchery History on Display

The long history of Fish and Game’s
fish hatcheries in Idaho is represented
this spring in a special display at the
Idaho Historical Museum in Boise.
Photos and many actual items of
hatchery equipment used in the ear-
ly days can be seen from 9 am. to 5
p-m. Tuesday through Friday May 12
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through June 10. The museum is open
on Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed
Sunday and Monday. Admission costs
$2 for adults, $1 for students, and is
free for children under 6. The Mu-
seum is located off Capitol Blvd. at
610 North Julia Davis Drive with free
parking in front.

making possible the distribution of
10,000,000 small trout in Idaho wa-
ters annually, a greater number of
seed fish than are now being planted
each year by any state in the union.

Since the order for the survey for
the hatchery site on the Warm River
in Fremont county has been received
it is proposed to proceed at once with
the construction of an 80 trough size
hatchery there, the size of the hatch-
ery being determined by the excep-
tionally fine natural advantages for
taking eggs in that vicinity, from the
headwaters of the Snake river.

Yesterday the department decided
to accept the proposition of Sand-
point and establish a hatchery there
for northern Idaho, the citizens of
that section giving the state a 10 acre
tract of ground and an exceptionally
fine water right. This hatchery will be
of 32 trough size or exactly the same
size as the Hay Spur hatchery is to be
when enlarged”.

1909-1910 Biennial Report, State
Game Warden, W. N. Stephens

“In the latter part of August, 1908, this
hatchery was begun, and has now been
fully equipped and completed, and be-
cause of its location, has become the
most important of the three. The fact
that it is located eighteen miles from
the spawn-taking station, where the
most ideal spawning beds are to be
found, has added to its importance.
No better conditions for the taking
of spawn from the numerous streams
of this vicinity, all well stocked, can
be found, and “eyeing” and hatching
here have been almost a complete
success. This is also the natural home
of our famous native trout. Owing to

the temperature of the water of this
station, a longer period of time is re-
quired to “eye” and hatch the eggs.

Together with the excellent railroad
facilities, we now also use electric
motor cars, so that during the spring
and fall months, while the railroad
does not run its trains, better oppor-
tunities are afforded to get spawn and
fry to the points on the railroad, from
which they can be transported to their
ultimate destinations. In the winter
months, when the snow makes travel
by rail impossible, we use snowshoes,
sleighs, and dogs. Telephone connec-
tions have been established, and we
will soon have a line running from the
hatchery to the spawn-taking station,
eighteen miles distant, so that when
the delicate spawn are taken from the
spawning beds in Henry’s Fork and the
North Fork, where the largest number
from any one place in the West are
gotten, the handling and transferal to
the hatchery will be greatly augment-
ed by quick communication, prevent-
ing heavy losses”.

Sandpoint
Hatchery - 1908

August 21, 1908:
Pend d’Oreille Review

“State Game and Fish Warden W. N.
Stephens and his assistant R. C. West,
arrived in the city yesterday to begin
work on the state fish hatchery which
will be built at the Murphy Ranch. Mr.
Stephens states that the hatchery will
have a capacity of five million fry a
year. ..It is the present design to have
a launch connected with the hatchery
and with the launch the fry will be
taken up the streams that flow into the
Pend d’Oreille and planted. The state
warden expects to have the hatchery
ready for occupation this fall. The
work of running a pipeline to the
hatchery grounds will be undertaken
first and surveys for the work will be
started at once.”

July 7, 1909:
Pend d’Oreille Review

“The state fish hatchery which was
built last season at Murphy’s ranch
across the river from Sandpoint is
now in commission. State Deputy
Game Warden R. C. West installed
1,000,000 eggs of the black spotted
trout at the hatchery the first of the
week, which will be distributed in the
various lakes about here as soon as the
eggs are hatched....”

January 23, 1920:
Pend d’Oreille Review

“Mr. Garrison has demonstrated that
we can hatch whitefish at the hatchery
here and has succeeded in developing
up to this time 10,000 whitefish eggs
to practically hatching stage”, state
fish commissioner George Isaac said.
“Plant more fish and better fish in the
best place we can find, is the slogan
of the state fish department”, said Mr.
Isaac.

Learn more about Idaho fish at
fishandgame.idaho.gov
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