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here: 1387 South Vinnell Way, Room 341, Boise, Idaho 
83709, and 1820 East 17th Street, Suite 115, Idaho Falls, 
Idaho 83404. Violation of federal regulations is also a 
violation of state law.

Closed Season: No person shall take migratory game 
birds during the closed season.

Shooting or Hawking Hours: No person shall take 
migratory game birds except during the hours open to 
shooting and hawking as prescribed.

Daily Bag Limit: No person shall take in any one day 
more than one daily bag limit.

Field Possession Limit: No person shall possess while 
�L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G�����K�D�Y�H���L�Q���F�X�V�W�R�G�\�����R�U���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H��
daily bag limit between the place where taken and to either:

•	 His/her automobile or principle means of land 
transportation.

•	 His/her personal abode or temporary place of lodging.

•	 A migratory bird preservation facility.

�‡	 �$���S�R�V�W���R�I�¿�F�H��

•	 A common carrier facility.

Other Possession:

•	 No person shall possess more than one daily limit on 
the opening day of the season.

•	 No person shall possess more than the possession 
limit even when such birds are stored at home or are 
being processed at a commercial preservation facility.

•	 No person including commercial facilities shall possess 
migratory birds of another unless such birds are tagged 
by the taker with the total number of birds and species, 
date killed, and signed by the taker.

Termination of Possession: The possession of birds 
taken by any hunter shall be deemed to have ceased 
when such birds have been delivered by him to:

•	 Another person as a gift; OR

�‡	 �$���S�R�V�W���R�I�¿�F�H�����R�U���D���F�R�P�P�R�Q���F�D�U�U�L�H�U�����R�U���D���P�L�J�U�D�W�R�U�\���E�L�U�G��
preservation facility, AND consigned for transport by 
the Postal Service or a common carrier to some person 
other than the hunter.

Migratory birds left in processing or storage 
facilities, home freezers, etc., are part of a 
hunter’s “possession limit” until conditions listed 
above are met. Birds must be given or assigned 
to someone other than the taker in order to end or 
terminate possession.

Possession of migratory game birds differs from upland 
�J�D�P�H���E�L�U�G�V�����&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���\�R�X�U���Q�H�D�U�H�V�W���,�'�)�*���R�I�¿�F�H���L�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H��
questions about possession.

Tagging: No person shall give, put or leave any migratory 
game birds at any place or in the custody of another 
person unless the birds are tagged by the hunter with the 
following information: (a) the hunter’s signature, (b) the 
hunter’s address, (c) the total number of birds involved, by 
species, and (d) the dates such birds were killed. Tagging 
is required if the birds are being transported by another 
person for the hunter, or if the birds have been left for 
cleaning, storage (including temporary storage), shipment, 
or taxidermy services.

Wanton Waste: All migratory game birds shall be 
retrieved, if possible, and retained in the custody of the 
�K�X�Q�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G��

Possession of Live Birds: Wounded birds reduced to 
possession shall be immediately killed and included in the 
daily bag limit.

Dressing: �1�R���S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�K�D�O�O���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���¿�H�O�G���G�U�H�V�V���D�Q�\��
migratory game bird and then transport the birds from the 
�¿�H�O�G�����7�K�H���K�H�D�G���R�U���R�Q�H���I�X�O�O�\���I�H�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���Z�L�Q�J���P�X�V�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q��
attached to all such birds while being transported from 
�W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���W�R���R�Q�H�¶�V���K�R�P�H���R�U���W�R���D���P�L�J�U�D�W�R�U�\���E�L�U�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��
facility.

Shipment: No person shall ship migratory game birds 
unless the package is marked on the outside with: (a) the 
name and address of the person sending the birds, (b) 
the name and address of the person to whom the birds 
are being sent, and (c) the number of birds, by species, 
contained in the package.

Importation: For information regarding the importation 
of migratory birds killed in another country, hunters should 
consult 50 CFR 20.61 through 20.66.

National Wildlife Refuges: More restrictive regulations 
may apply to National Wildlife Refuges. Hunters should 
check refuge regulations before hunting.

Indian-owned Reservation Lands: Federal law 
prohibits unauthorized trespass on Indian-owned 
�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Q�G�V���I�R�U���K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�����¿�V�K�L�Q�J�����R�U���W�U�D�S�S�L�Q�J���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V��
(18 US 1165).

TRESPASS LAW

Trespass Law: No person may enter private land to hunt, 
�¿�V�K���R�U���W�U�D�S���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���L�V���H�L�W�K�H�U���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G��
�R�U���S�R�V�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�H�J�L�E�O�H���³�1�R���7�U�H�V�S�D�V�V�L�Q�J�´���V�L�J�Q�V���R�U���H�Q�U�R�O�O�H�G���L�Q��
the Conservation Reserve Program. Proper posting means 
�H�L�W�K�H�U���V�L�J�Q�V�������������V�T�X�D�U�H���L�Q�F�K�H�V���R�I���À�X�R�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W���R�U�D�Q�J�H���S�D�L�Q�W��
�R�U���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�U�H���À�X�R�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W���R�U�D�Q�J�H���P�H�W�D�O���I�H�Q�F�H���S�R�V�W���H�Y�H�U�\����������
feet around the property and at reasonable access points.
Federal law prohibits unauthorized trespass on Indian-
owned reservation lands for hunting, �shing, or trapping 
purposes.

CRP lands are considered cultivated private �elds.
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Areas Closed to Hunting of Migratory Game Birds

•	 On any of those portions of federal refuges, state 
game preserves, state wildlife management areas, 
bird preserves, bird refuges, and bird sanctuaries 
for which bird hunting closures have been declared 
by legislative or Commission action EXCEPT as 
otherwise expressly stated below under Game 
Preserves Open to Hunting of Game Birds.

•	 That portion of Ada County within Veterans Memorial 
Park and the area between State Highway 21, Warm 
Springs Avenue, and the Boise City limits.

•	 That portion of Craters of the Moon National 
Monument in Blaine and Butte counties administered 
by the National Park Service.  

•	 Fort Boise Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in 
Canyon County from September 15 through the end 
of waterfowl hunting season in the area enclosed 
by the following boundary: Beginning at the bridge 
across Sand Hollow Creek on Old Fort Boise 
Road approximately 100 yards west of the WMA 
headquarters, then north along the east bank of Sand 
Hollow Creek to its confluence with the Snake River, 
then north and northeast downstream along the east 
bank of the Snake River to the WMA boundary fence, 
then south and southeast along the WMA boundary 
fence to Old Fort Boise Road, then west on Old Fort 
Boise Road to the point of beginning.

•	 Fort Hall Indian Reservation in Bingham, Bannock, 
and Power counties within 300 yards each way of 
the Fort Hall Bluffs from Bigbend Boat Launch to the 
west boundary of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation, 
and within 100 yards of any improved roadway or 
inhabited dwelling any place within the reservation 
boundary.

•	 Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument in Twin 
Falls County, EXCEPT that portion within an area 
50 feet in elevation above the high water level of 
the Snake River (the upslope area is marked by 
yellow fiberglass markers, and hunting is permitted 
downslope to the river).

•	 Hagerman WMA in Gooding County in the area 
enclosed by the following boundary: Beginning at 
a point 200 yards west of the point at which U.S. 
Highway 30 crosses the south bank of Gridley Island, 
then northwest along a line 200 yards southwest of 
and parallel to U.S. Highway 30 to a point 200 yards 
west of the junction of U.S. Highway 30 and the WMA 
entrance, then west and north and east along a line 
200 yards outside of the WMA boundary which is 
marked by a fence, to the point at which the fence 
meets U.S. Highway 30, then east and south along 
a line 500 yards outside of the WMA boundary to the 
Snake River, then downstream along the north bank 
of the Snake River and then along the south bank 

of Gridley Island to the point where U.S. Highway 
30 crosses the south bank of Gridley Island,  then 
200 yards west of U.S. Highway 30 to the point of 
beginning. EXCEPTION: Department sponsored youth 
waterfowl hunts.

•	 Harriman State Park Wildlife Refuge in Fremont 
County.

•	 Hubbard Reservoir in Ada County including the 
shoreline area within 200 yards of the existing water 
line.

•	 Idaho National Environmental Engineering Laboratory 
site in Bingham, Bonneville, Butte, Clark, and 
Jefferson counties.

•	 Manns Lake in Nez Perce County and extending 300 
yards beyond the Bureau of Reclamation property line 
that encompasses the lake.

•	 Mormon Reservoir in Camas County including the 
shoreline area within 200 yards of the ordinary high 
water line.

•	 Nez Perce National Historical Park in Clearwater, 
Idaho, and Nez Perce counties.

•	 Pend Oreille River in Bonner County within 200 yards 
each way of the ordinary high water line (2,062.5 
feet above sea level) from the U.S. Highway 95 long 
bridge at Sandpoint downstream to an imaginary line 
between Springy Point on the south side of the river 
and Dover Peninsula on the north side of the river.

•	 Roswell Marsh Wildlife Habitat Area in Canyon 
County on Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from September 15 through the end of 
the waterfowl hunting season in the area enclosed by 
the following boundary: Beginning at the entrance to 
the Habitat Area parking lot on the south side of State 
Highway 1 (approximately 2 miles west of the town of 
Roswell), then west and south along the Habitat Area 
boundary fence to the southwest corner of the Habitat 
Area, then east along the Habitat Area boundary 
fence to the southeast corner of the Habitat Area 
(approximately 10 feet east of East Alkali Drain), then 
north, generally northeast and east along the Habitat 
Area boundary fence to Pebble Lane, then north 
along Pebble Lane to State Highway 18, then west 
along State Highway 18 to the entrance to the Habitat 
Area parking lot, the point of beginning.

•	 Spokane River in Kootenai County from the Post Falls 
Dam to Lake Coeur d’ Alene at the orange pilings, 
within 200 yards of the ordinary high water line (2,128 
feet above sea level).

•	 Thompson Lake in Kootenai County in the area 
enclosed by the following center-of-roadway boundary 
and in the additional area within 100 yards of the 
exterior side of said boundary: Beginning at the 
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junction of State Highway 97 and Thompson Lake 
Road 317 north of the town of Harrison, then along 
Thompson Lake Road 317 to the junction of Blue 
Lake Road 318 east of Thompson Lake, then along 
Blue Lake Road 318 to the junction of Anderson Lake 
Road 319 at Springston, then along Anderson Lake 
Road 319 to the bicycle trail on the old Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks, then west along the bicycle trail on 
the old Union Pacific Railroad tracks to the junction of 
State Highway 97 west of Harrison, then along State 
Highway 97 to the point of beginning.

•	 Yellowstone National Park in Fremont County.

Areas Closed to the Hunting of Geese

In addition to the areas listed previously, the hunting, 
killing, or molesting of any species of geese is prohibited in 
the following areas:

•	 Canyon County in the area enclosed by the following 
roadway boundary and within 150 feet of the exterior 
side of said boundary (except that the closure shall 
extend to 100 yards from the exterior side of said 
boundary along that section commencing at the 
junction of Lake Shore Dr. and Rim Rd., then south on 
Rim Rd. to West Lewis Ln., then east on West Lewis 
Ln. to Lake Shore Dr., then along Lake Shore Dr. to 
Emerald Rd.): Beginning approximately 3/4 of a mile 
south of the city of Nampa at the junction of State Hwy. 
45 (12th Ave. Rd.) and Greenhurst Rd., then west 
following Greenhurst Rd. to its junction with Middleton 
Rd., then north following Middleton Rd. to its junction 
with Lake Lowell Ave., then west following Lake 
Lowell Ave. to its junction with Lake Ave., then north 
following Lake Ave. to its junction with West Roosevelt 
Ave., then west following West Roosevelt Ave. to its 
junction with Indiana Ave., then north following Indiana 
Ave. to its junction with State Hwy. 55 (Karcher Rd.), 
then west following State Hwy. 55 to its junction with 
Riverside Rd., then south following Riverside Rd. to 
the Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge boundary, then 
west along boundary as posted to Lake Shore Dr., then 
in a southeast direction following Lake Shore Dr. to 
its junction with Marsing Rd., then east and south on 
Lake Shore Dr. to Rim Dr., then south on Rim Dr. to 
West Lewis Ln., then east on West Lewis Ln. to Lake 
Shore Dr., then southeast on Lake Shore Dr. to State 
Hwy. 45, then north on State Hwy. 45 to its junction 
with Greenhurst Rd., the point of beginning.

•	 Hagerman Valley in Gooding and Twin Falls counties 
in the area enclosed by the following boundary: 
Beginning at the Gridley Island Bridge on the Snake 
River, then south and east on U.S. Hwy. 30 to Miracle 
Hot Springs, then east on Twin Falls County 4800 
North Rd. (River Rd.) to Banbury Hot Springs, then 
upstream approximately 300 yards to the Banbury 
Pipeline crossing the Snake River, then east across the 

Snake River at the Banbury Pipeline, continuing due 
east to a point 200 yards east of the east rim of the 
Snake River Canyon, then north along a line parallel 
to and 200 yards east of the Snake River Canyon rim 
to the Gooding County 3500 South Rd. (Camp Roach 
Rd.), then east on the 3500 South Rd. to the 1500 East 
Rd., then north on the 1500 East Rd. to the 3200 South 
Rd., then west on the 3200 South Rd. to the 1300 East 
Rd., then north on the 1300 East Rd. to the 1200 East 
Rd., then northwest and north on the 1200 East Rd. to 
the 3000 South Rd., then west on the 3000 South Rd. 
to a point (which is 500 yards east of the intersection 
of the 3000 South Rd. and the Hagerman National 
Fish Hatchery Rd.) 500 yards east of the Hagerman 
WMA boundary, then north and west 500 yards outside 
the Hagerman WMA boundary to U.S. Hwy. 30, then 
west and south 200 yards outside the Hagerman WMA 
boundary to the 2900 South Rd., then west on the 
2900 South Rd. to the 900 East Rd., then due south 
to a point 200 yards north of the Snake River, then 
west and north 200 yards outside the high water line 
on the east bank of the Snake River to Lower Salmon 
Dam, then west across the Snake River, then south, 
southwest and east 200 yards outside the high water 
line on the west bank of the Snake River (including 
the Idaho Power Upper Salmon Dam diversion canal) 
to the Gridley Bridge on U.S. Hwy. 30, the point of 
beginning. EXCEPTION: Department sponsored youth 
waterfowl hunts.

•	 Minidoka and Cassia counties in the area enclosed 
by the following boundary: Within 200 yards of the 
high water line of the Snake River from Milner Dam 
upstream to Meridian Rd. (north side of the Snake 
River) and 650 East Rd. (south side of the Snake 
River), approximately six and one-half miles east of the 
city of Burley.

The David Thompson Preserve in Bonner County is open to 
the hunting of migratory game birds.
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Two species of swans are found in Idaho: tundra 
swans, the smaller and far more numerous; and 
trumpeter swans, the largest and one of the rarest 
waterfowl species in the world. Both species are 
protected and cannot be hunted in Idaho.
Both of these slow, low-flying birds are vulnerable to 
accidental and illegal shooting. But, since they are 
much larger and have longer necks and adult birds 
are completely white, swans do not closely resemble 
any legal game bird. Trumpeters have a seven-foot 
wingspan and weigh 25-30 pounds. Snow geese and 
Ross’ geese are also white but are much smaller and 
have black wing tips.
Young of the year swans (cygnets), are a medium 
gray color with paler belly and wing linings, weigh 
15-20 pounds, have wingspans of almost seven feet 
and fly with a slow, distinct wing beat. 

Hunters Must Be Sure  
of Their Targets!

DON’T SHOOT!
Swans are Protected!

Trumpeter Swan

Tundra 
Swan

< 2”

> 2”

Report all sightings 
of swans with 

neck collars to the 
nearest IDFG office.  

(See page 3)

Activities on Fish and Game Lands

The following are some activities PROHIBITED on all lands, 
waters, and roads under control or administration of IDFG (this is 
not an inclusive list):

•	 To enter, or use, or occupy lands or water when said lands 
are posted against such entry, use, or occupancy.

•	 To construct blinds, pits, platforms, or tree stands where 
the soil is disturbed, trees are cut or altered, and artificial 
fasteners, such as wire, rope, or nails are used. All blinds 
shall be available to the public on a “first-come, first-served” 
basis.

•	 To leave decoys unattended. Decoys cannot be put in place 
any earlier than two hours prior to official shooting hours for 
waterfowl and all decoys must be picked up and removed 
from the hunting site no later than two hours after official 
shooting hours for waterfowl for that particular day.

•	 Special rules relating to uses of and activities on WMAs are 
detailed in a brochure titled “Public Use of Department Lands 
and Access Areas,” which is available from IDFG regional 
offices.

Arizona, Colorado, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington, 
Wyoming and Idaho have entered into a “Wildlife Violator 
Compact.” If your hunting, fishing or trapping license is revoked 
by any of the member states, all the remaining states will revoke 
the same license or privilege for the same time period. In addition, 
any nonresident who does not satisfy the requirements of an 
Idaho citation will have his/her hunting and fishing license revoked 
in their home state until those requirements are satisfied. 

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)

1.	 About 144 types of avian flu exist and are commonly 
found in birds.  Only one variety, HP Asian H5N1, is 
currently of concern.

2.	 The HP Asian H5N1 variety was first found in Asia 4 
years ago and in Europe and Africa during the last 
2 years.  As of early August 2007, it has not been 
found in the U.S. or anywhere else in the Western 
Hemisphere.

3.	 As part of a nationwide effort, the Idaho Fish and Game 
is leading the Idaho surveillance effort to watch for it in 
wild migratory birds.  Sampling began in 2006 and will 
last until the end of 2007.

4.	 Even if HP Asian H5N1is eventually found in Idaho this 
does not mean there will be a human pandemic.  This 
is currently a bird disease that rarely infects humans.

5.	 More information is available at: 

	 •  http://fishandgame.idaho.gov, 

	 •  www.pandemicflu.gov, 

	 •  www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov


